
ISSUES & ANSWERS
Conflict – 2/26/2017



I&A UPCOMING EVENTS

• 2/26 Resolving Conflict

• 3/5 – Missions Month – Wendts

• 3/12 – Missions Month – Yagilnickys

• 3/19 – Missions Month – Sorges

• 3/26 – Missions Month – De Fazios

• 4/2 – Elder Presentation



FROM LAST WEEK
• Not every disagreement or difficult interaction is a conflict.

[revenge, quarrels, strife, hypocrisy, agreement, peace, honoring authority, etc.]

• Some conflict is inevitable, perhaps even orchestrated by 
God.

[Elijah and Ahab on Mt. Carmel, Peter and Paul regarding the ceremonial law]

• In the end the conflict can produce a better result for all 
involved.

[God is sovereign!]



PAUL AND PETER FROM GAL. 2:11-21

Withdrawing from the 
Gentiles out of fear from 
the “circumcision” group
Caused the “circumcision” 
group to join in this 
hypocrisy
Not straight forward about 
the truth of the Gospel 
A teachable moment 
about the law and about 
the grace of God

Fear of the “circumcision” 
group was his motivation to 
withdraw
Acceptance liberated him 
and the others caught in 
hypocrisy
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INTERESTING INSIGHTS FROM PETER
1 Peter 1:22 – 2:1
• Fervently love one another from the heart.
• Know that we’ve been born again through the enduring word of 

God.
• Putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and 

all slander.
2 Peter 3:14-18
• Be found in peace
• Referring to Paul’s writings about the end-times, don’t get carried 

away by the error of unprincipled men but grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.



LESSONS FROM NEHEMIAH 6:1 – 7:3
What did the enemies try to do? 

[intimidation, fear, manipulation, etc.]

What did Nehemiah do about it?
[ignored the threats on multiple levels]

Lessons for us:

• Be focused on what God’s calling you to complete!  Spend more 
time working out God’s calling to you and less time on critics.

• Don’t allow the conflict or fear cause you to sin 6:13

• Keep bringing to God requests about your conflict 6:14



SETTLING CONFLICT IN THE WORLD
Mathew 5:25, Luke 12:58 (why didn’t Paul follow that advice?)

• Settle it before it goes to court! 

1 Corinthians 6:1-7

• Why not just be wronged in the context of believers?



DISCUSSION POINTS
• Is a spirited debate conflict? (sometimes the debate helps me 

form an opinion) 

• What about conflict as it relates to matters of politics? (I think 
of Paul at Mars Hill in Athens)

• What about athletic competitions?



CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

• 2 Tim 3:16 – [when you are in a conflict, use scripture!]
• Hosea 2:14 – [to end it, start with alluring and kind words]
• Galatians 6:1 [restore a trespasser in gentleness]
• Romans 14:1-13 [don’t judge anyone anymore, don’t cause someone to 

stumble]
• Heb. 12:6 – [expect some rebuking if you are with God]


