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Why Mere Sexuality?
• Sexuality Matters

– What you do with your body can determine 
your destiny; I Cor 6:9-10

• Two Ways to Practice Sexuality as 
followers of Jesus: Mere Sexuality or 
Sexual Immortality

• Sexual sins are not the only serious       
sins

• Good news:  I Cor 6:11



Outline

• Why the issue of human sexuality?
– Existential issue
– Impact within wider society/culture
– Impact within the Church

• Loss of Functional Biblical Authority
• God the Father and Jesus on Human 

Sexuality
• What is a biblical view of marriage?
• The “Post-gay” trans culture

– The ”true self” is trapped in the “wrong            
body”.  A mind-matter dualism.



Thesis: We need to recover 
“Mere Sexuality”!

• Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis emphasized 
the basic themes of Christianity through the 
ages – the convictions all Christians hold in 
common regardless of denomination.

• Mere Sexuality – the historic consensus of 
what Evangelicals have believed about 
sexuality regardless of denomination.
– From Augustine to 2007
– That consensus is on life support in much of 

the evangelical church
– Central assault on Christianity is no longer the 

problem of evil or evolution, but human 
sexuality



Society















The Church



Human Sexuality on Life Support within 
Evangelicalism

• 2001 Pew: 11% of evangelicals supported same-
sex (not “gay”) marriage (ssm) and the general 
public opposed it 57-35% (2007: 54-37%)

• In 2015, The Exec Director of the Billy Graham 
Association said, “You can fit all the evangelicals 
who support ssm into one SUV”

• 2017 Pew: Support for ssm: 
– 28% of evangicals & 7% ”don’t know” 
– 67% of Catholics
– 74% of Millennials, 56% of Baby boomers

• In other words, a “sea change” has occurred
• We need 10’s of thousands of SUV’s.  





What has happened in the 
church?

• Loss of biblical literacy resulting in a loss of 
“functional biblical authority”

• Adoption of “pervasive interpretive 
pluralism”
– The “Bible Made Impossible”
– Most evangelicals hold the view that the bible 

can be used to support different views on a 
host of issues

• E.g., World Vision’s adoption of varying views on 
homosexuality (29)

• Debate focuses on a handful of verses and ignores 
the Imago Dei

– The bible is not decisive since there are these 
wide-spread varying views

• Google vs. the Bible



Historical Christian Consensus

• From Augustine until 10 years ago, a theological 
and moral consensus on sexual difference

• Genesis 1:27
• Biological sex is not fluid or negotiable
• Gender is the expression of our biological sex
• When the two match, there is a proper fit

– When they don’t in the extreme, gender dysphoria
• Postmodern culture has fused the two

– Evangelical Church is falling in line by embracing a 
separation of mind and body

– Our most fundamental calling or vocation is to our 
biological sex.  



Loss of moral intuition
• What our “gut” tells us

– All previous generations held that 
homosexuality was odd or unnatural

• Led to abuse of same-sex attracted people
• Many view same-sex attraction as 

perfectly normal and unobjectionable
– Media influence yes, but through 

personal relationships
• Conclusion:  The plausibility structure 

of traditional Christian doctrine no 
longer holds water, particularly among 
millennials



What are today’s challenges?
• “Over the course of a decade or so, a large swath 

of America decided that two millennia of Christian 
teaching on marriage and sexuality were out of 
date” – Ross Douthat, NYT

• The widespread prevalence of:
– Pre-marital sex
– Illegitimacy
– Adultery
– Pornography
– Hook-up culture esp. at college
– Sexual abuse (Appendix 2 in the book)

• #MeToo movement



Consensus?

• God has woven sexual difference into 

creation – it is at the core of who we 

are both now and into eternity

• Our resurrected bodies will be “sexed”

• Jesus’s body was sexed

• Pages 37-38

• We need to rediscover:

• What is marriage, how babies relate to it, 

marriage to sex, sex to identity, and 

identity to being male and female



Jesus and Sexuality

• Bible’s teaching on human sexuality has 
not been effectively tied to the bible’s 
teaching on Jesus’s humanity.
– Gospel and ethics go together
– Most young evangelicals view on the bible 

and sex boils down to a simple rule: “don’t 
do it before marriage”

– Becomes a stale legalism, moralism



Two questions have been 
addressed by Christian authors

• What does the bible say about marriage 
and homosexuality?

• How would Jesus love persons involved in 
sexual sin?

• But Todd Wilson asks, “Are there other 
questions we ought to consider?”



The Humanity of Jesus

• “We have inadvertently cultivated a 
sexless Jesus” – Debra Hirsh

• A gnostic view of Jesus:  The real 
Jesus is found in his divinity only

• “A sincere desire to uphold the 
majesty of Christ inadvertently leads 
to our losing contact with Jesus’s 
humanity” – Harold OJ Brown



Superman view of Jesus?



Scripture on the humanity of 

Jesus
• Hebrews 2:17 – Jesus was “fully human in 

every way” and he even “suffered when he 

was tempted”

• The incarnation

• Jesus was a full fledged human being: “With 
all the essential properties and infirmities 
thereof, yet without sin” – The Westminster 

Confession

• When Jesus became flesh (John 1:14), 

Jesus took on sexual difference, gender, 

facial hair, a Y chromosome, hormones, etc.

• In other words, he affirmed the basic binary 

sexuality of creation by becoming a man



How does the incarnation speak 
to a woman?

• God the Son embraced a virgin’s womb
• Jesus was nourished from an umbilical 

cord!
• There is NO male sexuality without female 

sexuality (page 46)



The Resurrection

• When Jesus was raised from the dead, 

what did he retain?

• Continuity between incarnation and 

resurrection

• Jesus exists at this present moment as a 

male human being not a sexless 

apparition

• Luke 24:39:  “Look at my hands and my 

feet…..a ghost does not have flesh and 

bones as you see that I have”



Incarnation and Resurrection

• And, Jesus took on male sexuality for all of 
eternity

• So, Mere Sexuality connects all of us to 
Jesus through the incarnation and the 
resurrection



The Earthly Life of Jesus

• What can we learn from Jesus?
– No one was more fully human
– He was tempted in every way (Heb. 4:15)
– He was contented
– He was celibate

• Is sexual activity essential to human 
flourishing?
– Sexuality is 



But, Society Says

• Biological sex is secondary to identity
• “I am learning everyday what it means to 

be my true self” – Caitlyn Jenner
• Sexual activity is essential to being 

human
• “I don’t relate to being boy or girl, and I 

don’t have to have my partner relate to 
boy or girl” – Miley Cyrus



Anguish of Same-sex attracted 
Christians



Same-sex attraction is resolved 
in the resurrection

• “To go without sex is one thing, but to go 
without romance and companionship is 
quite another.  People don’t marry for the 
right to have sex; they marry for the love 
and opportunity to build a life together with 
another human being”

• “We groan in frustration because of our 
fidelity to the gospel’s call.  Although we 
may miss out in the short run on a life of 
personal fulfillment in the long run the 
cruelest thing God could do would be to 
leave us alone in our desires, to spare us 
the affliction of his refining care”



Next Week

• Biblical Understanding of Marriage
• From SSM to the Trans movement
• More on Gnosticism
• Redefinition of what it means to be human, 

what constitutes a family
• Persecution for those who object?


